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general education board comes from the gen- 
eral funds of the board, and not out of Mr. 
Kockefeller's recent donation of $20,000,000 
for the promotion of medical education in 
the United States. The gift was in fact 
determined on before Mr. Rockefeller's recent 
gift was known. 

THE ST. LOUIS MEETING OF THE AMERICAN 

ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT 

OF SCIENCE 

The opening general session of the associa- 
tion will be held on Monday night, December 
29, at 8 p.m. in the Assembly Room of the Sol- 
dan High School. Dr. Simon Flexner, di- 
rector of the laboratories of the Rockefeller 
Institute for Medical Research, will preside. 
General announcements concerning the meet- 
ing will be made, the revised constitution of 
the association will be presented for vote and 
the retiring president, Professor John Merle 
Coulter, of the University of Chicago, will de- 
liver his address on " The Evolution of Botan- 
ical Science." The meeting will be followed by 
an informal reception to members of the Amer- 
ican Association and of affiliated societies. 

Registration headquarters, permanent and 
assistant secretaries' offices, meetings of the 
council, and all sessions of the association and 
the affiliated societies will be held in the Sol- 
dan High School. A directory will be con- 
veniently placed in the main lobby and each 
room will be placarded indicating the various 
sessions. 

There will be an information booth in Union 
station, where directions will be given for 
reaching hotels and meeting place. An attend- 
ant will be at booth at the time of arrival of all 
important trains on Sunday, Monday and 
Tuesday, December 28, 29 and 30. Hotel 
Statler will be the general headquarters. The 
local executive committee consists of George T. 
Moore, Alexander S. Langsdorf, Augustus G. 
Pohlman, John W. Withers and John M. Wul- 
fing. 

SCIENTIFIC NOTES AND NEWS 

The Royal Society has awarded its medals 
as follows: Royal medals to Professor J. B. 
Farmer for his work on plant and animal 



cytology, and to Mr. J. H. Jeans for his 
researches in applied mathematics ; the Copley 
medal to Professor W. M. Bayliss for his con- 
tributions to general physiology and to bio- 
physics; the Davy medal to Professor P. F. 
Frankland for his work in chemistry, espe- 
cially that on optical activity and on fer- 
mentation; the Sylvester medal to Major P. 
A. MacMahon for his researches in pure 
mathematics, especially in connection with 
the partition of numbers and analysis; and 
the Hughes madal to Dr. C. Chree for his 
researches on terrestrial magnetism. 

Dr. Charles D. Walcott, secretary of the 
Smithsonian Institution, has been elected an 
associate member of the Paris Academy of 
Sciences. 

Honorary membership diplomas and medals 
have been conferred by the Antwerp Zoolog- 
ical Society upon Professor Henry F. Osborn, 
president of the New York Zoological Society, 
and Dr. William T. Hornaday, director of the 
New York Zoological Garden, in testimony of 
its gratitude for a gift of animals sent to the 
Antwerp Garden. 

Dr. Raymond Pearl, professor of biometry 
and vital statistics in the School of Hygiene 
and Public Health of the Johns Hopkins Uni- 
versity has been appointed statistician to the 
Johns Hopkins Hospital. 

Dr. Walter Van Dyke Bingham, director 
of the division of applied psychology of the 
Carnegie Institute of Technology, has been 
elected first chairman of the division of an- 
thropology and psychology of the National 
Council of Research, and has been granted 
half-time leave until July 1, 1920. 

Dr. Paul G. Wooley, professor of pathology 
in the college of medicine of the University 
of Cincinnati, has resigned. 

Lieutenant Colonel Coert DuBois, dis- 
trict forester at San Francisco, California, 
has resigned from the U. S. Forest Service 
and -entered the Consular Service. Colonel 
DuBois has been a member of the Forest 
Service, since .1900. 

Ellsworth Y. Dougherty has been ap- 
pointed-mining geologist in southern Oregon 
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for the Oregon Bureau of Mines and Geology. 
Dr. A. B. Davis, assistant professor of plant 
pathology and physiology, University of Ne- 
braska, has accepted a position in the division 
of soil chemistry and bacteriology, University 
of California. Captain Davis has recently re- 
turned from France where he saw service with 
the heavy artillery. 

. It has been stated in Science that G. B. 
Bichardson has been placed in direct charge 
of the oil and gas section of the U. S. Geolog- 
ical Survey. Mr. Bichardson has been placed 
in charge of the oil and gas section of the 
Division of Mineral Besources of the U. S. 
Geological Survey. Mr. David White remains 
at the head of the oil and gas section of the 
Division of Geology. 

The Observatory of Leiden is being en- 
larged and reorganized according to plans sub- 
mitted by the new director, Professor W. de 
Sitter. It will henceforth consist of three de- 
partments — Fundamental Astronomy, Astro- 
physics and Theoretical Astronomy — with sub- 
directors in charge of the first two. Professor 
E. Hertzsprung has been appointed sub-di- 
rector of the Astrophysieal Department. 

, Professor Bobert K. Nabours, of the zool- 
ogy department, Kansas State Agricultural 
College, has been given a year's leave of ab- 
sence to make a third trip to Turkestan in the 
interest of the Karakul fur industry. During 
his absence Dr. James E. Ackert will be act- 
ing head of the department. 

v Dr. Edward 0. Schneider, formerly major 
in the Sanitary Corps, and now head professor 
of biology at Wesleyan University, Middle- 
jfcown, Conn., has been asked to continue as 
physiologist in charge of the physiological de- 
partment of the medical research laboratory in 
,the Air Service of the Army, at Hazelhurst 
Field, Mineola, L. I. He is giving two days of 
jeach week to this work. 

Dr. Louis A. Bauer gave an illustrated lec- 
ture on the "Solar Eclipse of May 29, 1919, 
and the Einstein Effect," before the Boyal 
Astronomical Society of Canada at the Uni- 
versity of Toronto, on December 2, and at the 
College of the City of New York on Decem- 



ber 4, at noon. The lantern slides showed 
views of the solar eclipse and of various ex- 
peditions of the Department of Terrestrial 
Magnetism and of the astronomical expedi- 
tions sent out by the Smithsonian Expedition, 
Great Britain and Brazil, covering the belt 
of totality from Bolivia to the French Congo. 

A Harvey Society lecture will be given by 
Dr. E. 0. Kendall, of the Mayo clinic, on 
"The chemistry of the thyroid secretion" at 
the New York Academy of Medicine on the 
evening of December 13. 

Dr. G. M. Stratton, professor of psychology 
in the University of California, has accepted 
an invitation to deliver the Nathaniel W. 
Taylor Lectures at the Yale School of 
Beligion, beginning April 12, 1920. 

The Lane medical lectures to be given by 
Dr. Alonzo E. Taylor, professor of physio- 
logical chemistry in the University of Penn- 
sylvania, will have at their subject " The 
Feeding of the Nations at War." The titles 
of the lectures are: 

December 8, "The problem of feeding a na- 
tion." 

December 9, "The feeding of the United King- 
dom. ' ' 

December 10, "The feeding of France and 
Italy." 

December 11, "The feeding of the enemy 
states. ' ' 

December 12, "The food problem of Europe 
after the war. ' ' 

The executive committee of the Federation 
of Biological Societies, which includes the 
American Physiological Society, has called the 
annual meeting at Toronto, Canada, Decem- 
ber 29, 30 and 31, 1919. The meeting ia at the 
invitation of the University of Toronto. This 
is the thirty-second annual meeting of the 
American Physiological Society and it is hoped 
that this first post-war gathering may be made 
an epoch meeting. The meeting places of all 
the societies and the general offices of the 
federation will be in the medical building of 
the University of Toronto. Accommodations 
for approximately 200 members can be ob- 
tained by the local committee in the resi- 
dences of the university and its colleges. , . 



524 



SCIENCE 



[N. S. Vol. L. No. 1301 



The Division of Industrial Research of the 
National Research Council is arranging for 
the formation of a cooperative association to 
plan and support fundamental researches in 
alloys. Although much valuable work has 
been done in this field by scattered investiga- 
tors there is no doubt that a well-planned and 
coordinated effort by a cooperative associa- 
tion working under the general guidance of 
the National Research Council and composed 
of specialists representing both the manu- 
facturers and the more extensive users of 
alloys can produce additional results of great 
importance. The success of other industries 
which have supported research on a coopera- 
tive plan, such as has been done by the Na- 
tional Canners' Association and the Malleable 
Iron Manufacturers, is evidence of this. It 
is planned to create a special scientific staff 
composed of a director and assistant director 
of research and a group of scientific investi- 
gators and technical experts who shall give 
their whole time to the work. To finance the 
organization each member of the cooperative 
association will pay $1,000 a year, and all 
contributing members, who may be either 
alloy manufacturing or using individuals, 
firms or companies are to benefit alike by the 
results of the researches. 



UNIVERSITY AND EDUCATIONAL 
NEWS 

MoCoy Hall and others of the old build- 
ings of the Johns Hopkins University were 
destroyed by fire on the night of November 
27. The loss is covered by insurance, but valu- 
able libraries and records of the school of hy- 
giene and public health, which occupied the 
second floor of McCoy Hall, were destroyed 
with irreparable loss. 

The main buildings of the University of 
Montreal, known as Laval University, contain- 
ing the medical department, were destroyed by 
fire on November 22. The loss is estimated at 
$400,000, which is covered by insurance. 

By an intensive campaign lasting less than 
a week the University of Rochester has raised 
0,000 in the city of Rochester alone toward 



an endowment fund of one million dollars, the 
interest from which is to be used to increase 
professors' salaries. Mr. George Eastman, 
head of the Eastman Kodak Company, sub- 
scribed $100,000, the Bauseh & Lomb Optical 
Company gave $75,000 and many other houses 
sums of lesser amount. 

Dr. E. H. Kennard has been appointed as- 
sistant professor of physics at Cornell Uni- 
versity. 

Captain Esbon Y. Titus, formerly chief 
chemist for Nitrate Plant No. 1, Sheffield, Ala., 
has been appointed assistant professor of chem- 
istry at the University of Wisconsin. 

Francis Marsh Baldwin, Ph.D. (ni'inois), 
assistant professor of zoology at Iowa State 
College for the past two years, has been raised 
to the rank of associate professor and has 
charge of the work in human physiology. 
Ralph L. Parker, M.S. (Brown), who served 
overseas for eleven months, is associated with 
Dr. Baldwin as an instructor. 

Stuart Hobbs Sims, associate professor in 
the department of mechanics and hydraulics 
at the University of Iowa, will succeed 0. B. 
MoCullough as head of the department of civil 
engineering at the Oregon Agricultural Col- 
lege. Mr. McCullough has been appointed 
state highway bridge engineer for Oregon. 

The Yale School of Forestry has received 
from Mrs. Claire K, Williams, of Lakeville, 
Conn., her interest in a pension fund of ten 
thousand dollars. This fund is given as a 
memorial to her son, Herbert C. Williams, 
who graduated at the School of Forestry as a 
loan for needy students. 



DISCUSSION AND CORRESPONDENCE 

AN APPEAL 

During the night of November 27 fire com- 
pletely destroyed McCoy Hall, formerly the 
administration building of the Johns Hopkins 
University, and immediately occupied by the 
Federated Charity Organization of the City 
of Baltimore, and certain departments of the 



